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https://www.health.qld.gov.au/system-governance/contact-us/contact/public-health-units
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 Specimen/s Test Pathology request 

Respiratory 
Diphtheria 

(i) Throat OR  
Nasopharyngeal swab Culture 

and PCR 

Request form should state “URGENT – 

culture for suspected diphtheria” to 

expedite processing. 
Cutaneous 
Diphtheria 

(i) Skin ulcer AND  
(ii) Throat swab 
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Vaccination status  Action  
NIP/state-funded 
vaccine  

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
people under 20 years who are 
unvaccinated or require catch up 
vaccination  

Vaccinate in accordance with the Qld 
Immunisation Schedule/Australian 
Immunisation Handbook  

NIP funded DTPa/dTpa 
containing vaccines  

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
people aged 20 years and over who have 
not previously received 3 doses  

Offer further doses to complete a 
primary course (3 doses) with a 
minimum interval of 4 weeks between 
doses  

State-funded Boostrix  

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
people aged 20 years and over who have 
previously received at least 3 doses with 
the most recent dose more than 10 years 
ago  

Offer a booster dose of a diphtheria-
containing vaccine  

State-funded Boostrix  

https://www.health.qld.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0022/444505/diphtheria-antitoxin.pdf
https://immunisationhandbook.health.gov.au/contents/vaccine-preventable-diseases/diphtheria
https://www.qld.gov.au/health/condition/infections-and-parasites/bacterial-infections/diphtheria
https://www.health.qld.gov.au/clinical-practice/guidelines-procedures/diseases-infection/immunisation/schedule

